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BACKGROUND

The Mediterranean region shares common public health problems. In 2005, several European Public Health Institutes decided 
to elaborate a framework of collaboration on epidemiological issues for improving communicable diseases surveillance and 
control, communication and training in the Mediterranean and the Balkans. This initiative led to the establishment by the end 
of 2006 of the EpiSouth Project, co-funded by EU and supported by Italian MOH (EpiMed Project).

RESULTS

In March 2007, 22 countries (South Europe, Balkans, North Africa and Middle-East), WHO and EU met to elaborate their new 
partnership. Each country designated national Focal Points to become part of the EpiSouth Network. First outcomes, including 
website, training module, cross-border epidemic procedures, vaccine-preventable disease and migrant populations survey, and 
disease listing priorities for emerging zoonoses, are in part already available.

CONCLUSIONS

EpiSouth is a unique project covering all sides of the Mediterranean. An
effective collaboration will give a clearer picture of the peculiar context in this 
region and will identify significant gaps in public health. Moreover, network 
and communication will allow for a timely and coordinated response to health 
threats and to contain the spread of infectious diseases.

Work Package interrelations

METHODS

Episouth is composed by 8 WorkPackages
(WP), lead by several Public Health Institutes. 
The main partner (ISS, Italy) coordinates the 
operational framework and data dissemination. 
Three vertical WPs, “Cross-border epidemic 
intelligence” (InVS, France), “Vaccines and 
migrants” (NCIPD, Bulgaria) and “Cross-border 
emerging zoonoses” (HCDCP, Greece), 
compose the technical basis. Two horizontal 
WPs, “Network” (Padua, Italy) and “Training”
(ISCIII, Spain), provide tools in order to match 
with vertical WPs. The project is evaluated 
through a dedicated WP. All participant 
Countries jointly collaborate to the project 
through WP Steering Teams.
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