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INTRODUCTION

Population mobility and migration are common features of modern times in Europe. Intensive movement contributes to the spread of communicable diseases including
vaccinepreventable diseases (VPD).

EpiSouth project aims to create a framework of collaboration on epidemiological issues in order to improve communicable diseases surveillance, communication and training
across the countries of Mediterranean and the Balkans.

« 26 countries— EU and non- EU are involved into the Network
+ 4 regions -South Europe, Balkans, Middle East and North Africa, different geographically and politically ( EU and non-EU) are united in the project
. EU/DG SANCO, EU/ ECDC, and WHO-EURO, WHO-EMRO, WHO-Lyon are also involved in the project

The main specific Objective of EpiSouth WP7 Vaccine-preventable diseases and migrant populations, is assessing the access to immunization and exchanging information on cases/
outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases of migrant populations.

Epidemiological situation

+ Outbreaks of VPD such measles continue to spread in the European region and the risk of re-emergence of already eliminated diseases remains very high
. Large groups of high-risk unvaccinated children and young adults as well as non-immune to VPD young people exist across the European region

. Little is known about access to health care& vaccinations among migrating people and mobile populations

Roma population

A significant proportion of the world's Romanies live in Central and Eastern Europe, often in squatter communities with very high unemployment, while only some are fully integrated in the
society.

RESULTS
EpiSouth countries : Vaccination access of mobile Roma children

All countries involved in the study reported free vaccines for all eligible children including Roma children; source of budget- Ministry of
health & NIP

Equal access to immunisation service for people of native origin and for migrants in all participating countries is ensured by law

Country specific regulation supporting Immunisations of nomadic population :only one country—Croatia reports specific national action
plan document called "Decade of Roma inclusion 2005-2015"

Specific program/approach for traditionally nomadic population in Europe (Roma people) facilitating the access and acceptance of
immunisations

Albania: Trained mediators, community health workers, specific Roma vaccination program;
Croatia: National action plan for Roma population "Decade of Roma inclusion 2005- 2015";

Greece: 45 medico social centers, situated inside the ROMA camps in Greece, facilitate the access to immunization. They are supported by HCDPC's
Medical Mobile Units.;

Italy: see above for other immigrants;
Kosovo: Health and social strategy for Roma community;
Romania: network of health mediators and community nurses

Country immunisation service for Roma people
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METHODS Observations or information that Roma population do not take advantage of the right/ opportunity to be protected by immunizations
+ An ad hoc structured questionnaire Albania: Roma children all over the country but especially in some specific areas; Bulgaria: two studies( data not published); France: Anecdotal
“Assessment of countries migration status reports from NGOs without official data; Italy: several barriers (lack of awareness, fear for their illegal status, language; Romania: many refusals;
profile and vaccination access of mobile Slovenia: 2004 special study: vaccine coverage of Roma children is significantly lower than the national VC

population”was defined and used to

collect information among the EpiSouth

countries in 2007. . Between 2006 and 2007, several countries reported high numbers of measles cases and outbreaks. The largest outbreaks took place in
Switzerland, Germany, Spain and Romania, and mostly affected the general population.

Measles persists in Europe despite the long history of measles vaccinations and routine childhood immunization programmes.

+ Internet search on measles outbreaks in e @S R R Gl [

mobile population and in particular in
Roma people across Europe since 2006
was performed.



