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The EpiSouth project has built on a clear need in public health and is today looking towards the 
future as a single motivated network of epidemiologists and public health specialists. The first 
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Surveillance and Health Promotion, Istituto Superiore di Sanità) 
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1. Project description 

 
1.1 EpiSouth General Objective 
The general objective of EpiSouth is to create a framework of collaboration on 
epidemiological issues in order to improve communicable diseases surveillance, 
communication and training among countries in the Mediterranean and the Balkans.  
 
1.2 Specific Objectives and Areas of Activity 
Several areas of activity and specific objectives were identified and were developed through 
eight Work Packages (WPs) as follows:  
WP1 - Co-ordination of the project (lead by the Italian National Institute of Health, Italy) with 

the main objective of guaranteeing a high quality performance of the project. 
WP2 - Dissemination of the project (lead by the Italian National Institute of Health, Italy) with 

the main objective of disseminating the information produced by EpiSouth within the 
participating countries and to those who need to know through an ad hoc created 
website (www.episouth.org) and an electronic bulletin. 

WP3 - Evaluation of the project (lead by the  Padua Teaching Hospital, Italy) with the main 
objective of evaluating the project and its achievements in terms of milestones, 
deliverables, and indicators. 

WP4 - Network of public health institutions (lead by the Padua Teaching Hospital, Italy) with 
the main objective of facilitating the networking process and activities among 
participants in order to strengthen solidarity and cohesion. 

WP5 - Training in field/applied epidemiology (lead by Istituto de Salud Carlos III, Spain) with 
the main objective of strengthening the early response capacity of participating 
countries to health threats and infectious disease spread. 

WP6 - Cross-border epidemic intelligence (lead by the Institut de Veille Sanitaire, France) 
with the main objective of establishing a common platform on epidemic intelligence 
where participating countries may find broad internationally as well as regionally 
focused information.  

WP7 - Vaccine-preventable diseases and migrant populations (lead by the National Center of 
Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Bulgaria) with the main objective of assessing the 
access to immunisation and exchanging information on cases/outbreaks of vaccine-
preventable diseases of migrant populations. 

WP8 -Epidemiology and preparedness to cross-border emerging zoonoses (lead by the 
Hellenic Center for Diseases Control & Prevention, Greece) with the main objective of 
providing a platform for the communication of human public health (HPH) and 
veterinary public health (VPH) officials, describing risk assessment methods and 
providing a mechanism for exchanging information between HPH and VPH. 

 
1.3 Methods 
The main partner (ISS Italy) has developed a framework where all the managerial aspects 
are being included (WP1) and the information produced by the project are being 
disseminated (WP2). 
Three vertical WPs, WP6, WP7 and WP8 constitute the technical pillars on which the project 
activities have been developed through the Network of participating countries; the two 
horizontal WPs, WP4 and WP5 provide the skills needed to critically develop the vertical 
WPs. The evaluation of the project is carried out by the dedicated WP3 and it is transversal 
to all other WPs. 
 
1.4 Project Network Organisation  
The EpiSouth Steering Committee provides guidance on key issues and is composed by the 
six WP leaders plus European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), European 
Commission-Directorate General for Health and Consumer Protection, Unit SANCO C3-
Health Threats (EC-SANCO C3), World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe 
(WHO-EURO), WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office (WHO-EMRO) and WHO 
Headquarter (WHO-HQ) representatives as observers.  
The participation of the Countries and International Organisations to the project foresees 
three different levels of active involvement: 
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− Focal Points (FPs) 
Each Country has identified and appointed two relevant persons who convey all the 
communication/information to the relevant officers in their respective 
Countries/Organisations. Each FP directly interacts with the project coordinator as 
well as with all the other FPs of the EpiSouth Network. 
 

− Collaboration in the Work Packages Steering Teams (WPSTs) 
In order to facilitate and enhance the work, each country/international organisation 
actively collaborates in one or two WPST, which is in charge for identifying the 
countries’ needs, developing the tools and the conducive project environment in 
accordance with the specific objective and requirements of the related WP. 
 

− Participation to Work Packages activities 
Each participating country takes part in the activities of one up to all the WPs in 
accordance with their needs and interests. The participation to the activities of WPs 
not initially chosen can however be requested by the country at any time. 

 
As per June 2010, the Network counts 27 Countries, which have identified and appointed a 
total of 71 Country Focal Points (35 from EU-Countries and 36 from non-EU Countries) plus 
7 representatives from International Organisations. 
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2. Executive Summary 
2.1 Introduction  
The 4th EpiSouth Meeting took place in Rome on 20th and 21st April 2010. The meeting was 
hosted by the Italian National Institute of Health (ISS) and organised by the EpiSouth Project 
Coordination (WP1) in cooperation with Padua GH (WP4-Networking), and representatives 
of the EpiSouth Network Countries. 
Twenty-one among twenty-six countries involved in the Network were present, including EU 
and non-EU partner countries. Among them, 8 were from Southern Europe (Bulgaria, 
France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Romania, Slovenia and Spain), 6 from Balkans (Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and 
Serbia), 3 from North Africa (Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco) and 4 from the Middle East 
(Israel, Jordan, Palestine and Syria). Libya was also represented as observer.  
Five countries that were expected to attend (Cyprus, Egypt, Lebanon, Turkey and Kosovo) 
were unable to be present due to the Icelandic volcanic ash cloud closing several airports. 
Also the participation of collaborating institution such as WHO, ECDC and EC have been 
jeopardized by the natural disaster and substituted by videoconferences. 
After the third meeting in Sofia (30thMarch - 1st April 2009), the final meeting in Rome 
represented an important occasion in which project partners could present the  achievements 
and discuss in detail the further concrete cooperation in the new phase of the “EpiSouth 
Plus” project.  
It is also worth reporting that after the end of the 4th Project Meeting the EpiSouth 
Conference on Communicable Diseases and Public Health in the Mediterranean and  
Balkans was held on 21-23 April at ISS.  
Besides presenting the results that were achieved by the EpiSouth project in three years 
time, the Conference main aim was also to discuss and provide recommendations for the 
Control of Public Health Threats and other risks in the Mediterranean Region and Balkans 
in the light of the future activities of the EpiSouth Network. 
The Conference was organised by the EpiSouth Project Coordination Team with the support 
of  experts in the field, who enhanced and enriched the discussions during the Six Round 
Tables of the Conference.  
 
2.2 Objectives of the 4th Project Meeting 
 
The 4th EpiSouth meeting was meant to discuss, starting from the EpiSouth project 
outcomes, the future prospects in relation to the activities proposed in the new project 
“EpiSouth Plus” to be financed by DGSANCO and DGAIDCO. 
Besides the deliverables that were presented by the WP leaders, the meeting was meant to 
discuss strengths and weaknesses of the Network as starting point for future collaboration in 
order to benefit from lessons learned and overcome past limitations.      
The objectives of the meeting were as follows:  
 

• To share status of the project activities and discuss deliverables achieved 
• To discuss on how to strengthen the Network and the thematic areas  
• To discuss governance, leadership and structure of the new project. 

 
2.3 Main Outcomes 
2.3.1 Achievements of the project 
 
These are the main outcomes of the project. 
 
WP1 Coordination - The enlargement of the Network was progressing passing from 9 to 26 
EU and non EU countries (9 from Southern  Europe, 7 from Balkans, 4 from North Africa, 6 
from Middle East), plus seven representatives of international organisations. 
All the project deliverables that were set for were achieved. 
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Methods that were adopted enhanced co-ownership of participants and the participation of 
international institutions facilitated the exchange of views with an international standing of the 
project.  
The Network offers variety and richness in terms of skilled human resources, competences 
and legislation.  
In consideration of numbers of countries and activities it is necessary to better define and 
consolidate the Network organization in terms of roles and responsibilities.  
 
WP2 Dissemination - The public website was highly visited by people from countries within 
and outside the EpiSouth region. The members’ area of the website was fully functional 
supporting  all project activities and networking development. 
There were 38,584 website visitors for a total of 59,241 accesses in the period April 2007 - 
March 2010. Nine issues of the electronic bulletin were released from September 2007 to 
January 2010 with a total of 931 recipients and 379 documents uploaded in the Members 
Area with a total of 6,345 downloads and an average of 16.7 downloads per document. 
The Cross-Border Alert Platform was opened in  November 2009 with 18 new alerts and 22 
follow-up posted by six different EpiSouth countries.  
Abstracts were submitted to 18 scientific conferences and workshops (10 posters, 18 oral 
presentations). Three articles were published. 
 
WP4 Networking - The on-line Institutions Directory is a sort of identity card of Network 
participating institutions. From 2008 to 2009 16 questionnaires relating to 16 institutions of 
14/26 countries were published (54%). Up to April 2010, 22 questionnaires relating to 22 
institutions of 20/26 countries published (77%).  
The  results showed that all institutions are directly or indirectly related to the Ministry of 
Health with varying degree of autonomy. Some institutions work independently from 
laboratories. There is an increasing number of activities and functions and problems are 
commons as well as solutions.  
 
WP5 Training - The Training Courses Directory prototype is ready to be tested. It will focus 
on relevant training courses and associated fellowships. There will be a Directory of 
fellowships. Training alerts and RSS will be fed.  
EpiSouth partners will contribute to the updating and data coming directly from training 
institutions will be validated by EpiSouth Directory of Courses and Fellowships managers.   
 
WP6 Cross Border Epidemic Intelligence - The EpiSouth Early Warning System 
platform is operational since November 2009, dealing with information on health events of 
international importance and regional cross-border issues. It is a secure web-based system, 
interactive, user-friendly allowing members to share in real time health alerts among them or 
with partners. From November 2009 to April 16th 2010, 37 messages were posted by 6 
countries, covering 10 locations, 1 environmental and 36 infectious events at different levels 
of cross-border risk. Among them 26 were A(H1N1) -related.  
The first 100 EI e-web bulletins covered 390 events. The 19% of the latter were related to the 
EpiSouth countries.  
 
WP7 VPD and Migrants - From September 2008 to January 2009 information through 
questionnaires  were collected for the purpose of assessing countries migration status profile 
and vaccination access of mobile population. The response rate was 84.6% (22/26 countries 
among  them 9 EU and 13 non-EU countries). The findings can be summarized as follows.  
The migration process in EpiSouth region is very intensive and mobile population figures are 
different in each country.  
There are well structured public health services with available developed and well 
established National Immunisation Programmes. Moreover, vaccines and immunisations are 
free of charge for children. 
There are generally no specific regulations supporting immunisations of migrant populations. 
The immunisation coverage of migrants is not monitored separately therefore there is no 
specific information about vaccinations of legal and illegal migrants. Difficulties persist 
regarding the immunisations of Roma people and illegal immigrants. 
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There is a lack of specifically trained public health/social workers staff and, in general, of 
experience in dealing with migrants. 
Available information is scanty on this issue and very often projects or programmes or 
organisations dealing with migrants are not focusing on Communicable Diseases.  
 
WP8 Zoonoses – The survey that was conducted in 22 EpiSouth countries selected 
Brucellosis, Leishmaniasis, Rabies, Campylobacteriosis and West Nile Virus as priority 
zoonoses in the Mediterranean region requiring intersectoral collaboration between human 
(HPH) and veterinary public health (VPH). 
The survey findings highlighted the Laboratory aspect as a challenge particularly due to 
significant gaps in certain countries. 
By the end of July 2009 a HPH and VPH Contacts Directory was created and is now 
available. 
 
Surveys - Ten reports were produced from 2007 to 2010 relating to project meetings and 
surveys. Surveys assessed needs, priorities and requests. All the different reports were 
included in an official publication. The 10th report is related to the EpiSouth Strategic 
Documents.  
 
Strategic Documents - Four documents were prepared in a single document dealing 
respectively with Training, Epidemic Intelligence, VPD and migrants and Emerging 
Zoonoses. They include relevant data and information that were collected by the project 
surveys and assessments.  
 
2.3.2 EpiSouth Plus project 
 
Introduction - EpiSouth Plus represents a step forward to the Network evolution after the 
process and common understanding generated by EpiSouth project. EpiSouth Plus intends 
to further develop the activities of EpiSouth Network, both by consolidating some activities in 
place and by addressing new sectors identified as priorities by the partners.  
Funding opportunities were investigated and two proposals were submitted to EC 
DGSANCO and DGAIDCO relating to one project entitled The Network for the Control of 
Public Health Threats and other risks in the Mediterranean Region and Balkans - EpiSouth 
Plus.   
The project, which meets EC priorities, will contribute to share information and make the 
different systems interoperable in the framework of IHR. 
 
Timeframe -The project is expected to start in July 2010 and end in December 2012. 
 
Aim – The project aims at increasing the health security in the Mediterranean Area and 
Balkans by enhancing and strengthening the preparedness to common health threats and 
other risks at national and regional levels in the Countries of the existing EpiSouth Network in 
the framework of the International Health Regulations implementation.  
Specifically it aims to:  
1. Establish a Mediterranean Regional Laboratories Network (WP4) 
2. Promote common procedures in interoperable Generic Preparedness and Risk 
management for the  Countries involved in the Network (WP5) 
3. Make Early warning system (EWS) and alert platform able to share info between 
EpiSouth countries and interoperable with other Early Warning platforms (WP6):  
4. Develop guidelines and Strategic Documents based on assessments and surveys aimed 
at facilitating IHR implementation (WP7).  
 

Partners - Associated partners and collaborating partners are present in both proposals. The 
participating institutions are those taking part in the Network (26 countries plus international 
agencies) but other countries are invited to join the Network. Libya expressed the willingness 
to take part in it.  
The involved partner institutions are: 
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Istituto Superiore di Sanità – ISS, Rome (Italy), Azienda Sanitaria Locale di Torino - ASLTO1, Turin (Italy), Institut 
Pasteur – IP, Paris (France), Istituto de Salud Carlos III - ISC III, Madrid (Spain), Institut de Veille Sanitaire – 
InVS, Saint Maurice Cedex (France), National Centre of Infectious and Parasitic Diseases – NCIPD, Sofia 
(Bulgaria), Hellenic Centre for Diseases Control and Prevention – HCDCP, Athens (Greece), Ministry of Health – 
MoH, Nicosia (Cyprus), Ministry of Health – MoH, Msida (Malta), Institute of Public Health – IPHB, Bucharest 
(Romania), National Institute of Public Health – NIPH, Ljubljana (Slovenia), Azienda Ospedaliera di Padova - 
Padua (Italy), Istituto Nazionale per le Malattie Infettive – INMI, Rome (Italy), CINECA, Bologna (Italy), Institute of 
Public Health – IPH, Zagreb (Croatia). 
Institute of Public Health, Tirana (Albania), National Institute of Public Health, Alger (Algeria), Ministry of Civil 
Affairs, Sarajevo (B&H); Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, Banja Luka (Republic of Srpska), Public Health 
Institute, Mostar (Federation of B&H), Ministry of Health and Population, Cairo (Egypt), Institute for Health 
Protection, Clinic of Infectious Diseases, Skopje (FYROM–Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Center for 
Disease Control, Tel Hashomer; Ministry of Health, Jerusalem (Israel), Ministry of Health, Amman (Jordan), 
National Institute of Public Health, Prishtina (Kosovo UNSCR 1244), Ministry of Public Health, Beirut (Lebanon), 
Institute of Public Health, Podgorica (Montenegro), Ministry of Health, Rabat (Morocco), Ministry of Health, 
Ramallah (Palestine), Institute of Public Health, Belgrade (Serbia), Ministry of Health, Damascus (Syria), Ministry 
of Health, Tunis (Tunisia), Ministry of Health, Refik Saydam National Hygiene Center, Ankara (Turkey), ECDC, 
WHO, EC-DGSanco, EC-EAHC and relevant Networks will be also involved. 
 
2.3.3 EpiSouth Plus: fundings, leaderships and governance  
 
Funding  
It was reasserted that EpiSouth project is funded by 2 Directorate Generals and that by Mid-
May the proposal will be submitted for finalisation. The project is expected to start in July 
2010 and end in December 2012. The first Steering Committee and Executive Board is 
scheduled in September 2010 in Luxembourg.  
Expected main project activities were illustrated together with a provisional roadmap.  
 
Co-leadership  
EpiSouth Plus is a real opportunity to test, develop and evaluate this strategy, already 
initiated in the Episouth Project.  
The strategy consists in ensuring that each project WP is led by two Institutions, one based 
in a EU country and the other in a non-EU country. 
The EU Institutions will be those already involved in the 1st phase of EpiSouth whose WP are 
still foreseen in EpiSouth Plus or new Institutions, identified  on the basis of their experience 
and capacities in the new WPs of EpiSouth Plus. 
The non-EU Institutions will be identified always on the basis of their experience and 
capacities in the WPs of EpiSouth Plus as well as on the basis of their active and fruitful 
participation in the 1st phase of EpiSouth. 
 
To ensure a fully efficient co-leadership, mechanisms will have to be clearly defined and 
formalised, regularly assessed and readjusted accordingly. A global framework should be 
initiated by the coordination and adapted to the specific WP.  
 
During the meeting the project Coordination Team and the WP leaders reported the status of 
the process aimed at identifying the most appropriate co-leaders and assessing institutions’ 
availability. Representatives of available institutions confirmed their willingness and several 
issues related to co-leadership were discussed. 
Consensus was reached regarding the need of keeping a maximum of two leaders for each 
WP and of balancing EU and non-EU partners.  
 
Governance 
Balanced, functional governance and effective decision making require the following: 
responsibilities and resources have to be adequately attributed; role and responsibilities are 
to be formalised and endorsed; countries from different sub-regions and institutions (NIPH, 
MoHs) are to be adequately and correctly represented while partners and stakeholders 
adequately associated and involved.  
Focal Points (FP) – FPs should ideally be from both NPHI and MoH and have a decision 
making position and access to national Early Warning  and Surveillance Systems data. 
Continuity is needed and frequent changes are to be avoided.  
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Steering Committee – Having a similar role to the existing one, the SC will be separated 
from the Advisory Board. Formalisation of ToR is necessary.  
Advisory Board – It is supposed to advise the EpiSouth SC and not to be involved in the 
implementation. Suggested members are: international agencies, other donors, non-EU 
countries representatives, external international experts, representative from sister Networks 
and others.  
Steering Teams – In the second phase, renewal and further development is necessary, 
including regular active participation in activities implementation and decision processes. 
Countries and members should commit for the 3 years period. 
 
Formalisation and Grant agreements 
EU countries have to give a letter of mandate to sign the DGSANCO’s Grant Agreement in 
which they are mentioned as happened in the previous project. Relating to the DGAIDCO’s  
proposal, the formalisation will be in accordance with the type of contract which will be 
signed (Grant or Service Contract).  
 
2.4 Conclusions 
 
The fourth meeting in Rome was an occasion for presenting achievements of the three and 
half years of the project, by highlighting lessons learned and project outputs. It was also the 
opportunity to jointly discuss further developments linked to the EpiSouth Plus initiative, 
representing the second phase of the Network. 
From the last meeting in Sofia progresses were made and lessons learned were valuable for 
the formulation of the new project. 
Main project outcomes evidenced relevance of the activities that were performed (VPD and 
migrant assessments, training), usefulness of produced tools (alerts sharing secure platform, 
Institutions directory, HPH and VPH contacts directory, bulletins), increased trust among 
Network participants and tangible opportunities for cooperation in the EpiSouth region.  
The limits of funding discussed during the Sofia meeting promoted the new phase and the 
successful applications to DGSANCO and DGAIDCO of the EpiSouth Plus project allowed to 
concretely reflect on the future.  
The existing activities will be continued, developed and improved by taking into consideration 
identified priority areas (laboratory Network, interoperable generic preparedness and risk 
management, interoperable EWS and data sharing, IHR implementation), needs and gaps. 
They are meant to complement and integrate the existing systems and Networks, by 
promoting and strengthening cooperation with international organisations and, especially 
those already involved in the EpiSouth project (WHO, ECDC). Collaboration with other 
Networks will also be highly promoted and considered as a real added value.  
Network re-organisation is particularly needed due to the increased number of countries and 
activities. Different levels of involvement (Steering Committee, Focal Points, Advisory Board, 
Steering Teams) have to be better defined and formalised in terms of roles and 
responsibilities. Steering Team function was unanimously appreciated but 
representativeness, geographic coverage and thematic suitability will be verified in the 
second phase to meet countries interests and needs as well as to encourage improvements 
and fruitful collaboration.  
Decision making process and governance were widely debated and proposals were made. 
Priority was given to non-EU countries participation and co-leadership of work packages 
represents a step forward to responsibilities sharing and mutual help among partners. 
The already active involvement of non-European countries will increase in Network activities 
and management and their participation will be financed by DGAIDCO.  
Actual involvement of the political and decision making level was frequently arisen in the 
debate as crucial issue for Focal Points roles, data sharing and Network support.    
Formalisation of commitments modalities for the project new phase were illustrated and 
discussed. Partnerships and co-leaderships would be confirmed and formalised. Grant 
agreements will be signed and the EpiSouth Plus project is expected to start in July 2010.   
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9.00­9.30: Registration 
 
9.30­9.40: Welcome address (Stefania Salmaso, ISS‐CNESPS Director) 
 
9.40­9.50: Meeting’s agenda and objectives (Silvia Declich) 
 
 
9.50­11.30: Session 1 “EpiSouth Outcomes” 
Chairpersons: Silvia Declich and Maria Grazia Dente 
 
9.50­10.00: EpiSouth: main successful methodological approaches and lesson learned (WP1) 
 
10.00­10.45: Last year achievements 

‐ EpiSouth Portal and Networking Members Area (WP2) 
‐ Institutions Directory (WP4) 
‐ Alerts Sharing Secured Platform (WP6) 
‐ HPH and VPH Contacts Directory for 5 priority zoonoses (WP8) 

 
  10.45­11.00: Coffee Break 
 
11.00­11.30: Last year achievements (2nd part) 

‐ Training Courses Directory (WP5) 
‐ Assessment on VPD and Migrants (WP7) 
‐ The EpiSouth Surveys and the Strategic Documents (Silvia Declich/Giovanni Putoto) 

 
11.30­12.00: Discussion 
  (With contributions from all the partners countries and institutions) 
 
 
12.00­13.30: Session 2 “EpiSouth Plus Activities” 
Chairpersons: Silvia Declich and Philippe Barboza 
 
12.00­13.00 

‐ EpiSouth Plus: from Sofia to Rome Meeting (WP1) 
‐ Laboratory Network (WP4) 
‐ Preparedness and Risk management procedures (WP5) 
‐ Early Warning Systems and Data Sharing (WP6) 
‐ Data collection and assessments for IHR implementation (WP7) 

 
  13.00­13.30: Discussion 
  (With contributions from all the partners countries and institutions) 

 
13.30­ 14.30: Lunch 
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14.30­17.15: Session 3 “EpiSouth Plus:  Funding, Leaderships and Governance” 
Chairpersons: Germain Thinus and Cinthia Menel Lemos 

 
 
14.30­14.45:  EC  DGSANCO  and  DGAIDCO  for  ONE  Project:  funding  and  tentative  schedule 

(Project Leader) 
14.45­15.00:  WPs  Co‐leaderships:  countries  availability  and  consensus  of  the  EpiSouth 

partners (WP1) 
 
15.00­15.30: Discussion 
  (With contributions from all the partners countries and institutions) 
 
15.30­15.45: Decision making process and governance: Advisory Group; Steering Committee; 

WPs Teams; Focal Points; criteria for representativeness; etc. (WP6) 
15.45­16.00: formalisation of commitments  (Project Leader) 
 
16.00­16.30: Discussion 

(With contributions from all the partners countries and institutions) 
 
  16.30­16.45: Tea Break 
 
16.45­17.15: Consensus among the partners and closing remarks. 
 
 
 
  Working  Dinner has been organised after the Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***** 
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EpiSouth 4th Project Meeting  
20 April 2010 

 

 
 

Rossi Conference Room 
Istituto Superiore di Sanità 

 Via Giano della Bella 34 – Rome, Italy 
 
 
 

Participants’ List 
(Provisional) 

 
A) EpiSouth Participating Countries 

 
 

FP=Focal 
Point 

N. Country Surname First name Address 

FP 1. BG 
 
 

Ms. Kojouharova Mira National Centre of Infectious and Parasitic 
Diseases (NCIPD) 

26, Yanko Sakazov Blvd. 
1504 Sofia 

BULGARIA 
Email:mkojouharova@ncipd.org 

  
FP 2. BG 

 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Kurchatova Anna National Centre of Infectious and Parasitic 
Diseases (NCIPD) 

26, Yanko Sakazov Blvd. 
1504 Sofia 

BULGARIA 
E-mail: akurchatova@ncipd.org 

  
FP 3. BG 

 
 

Ms. Vladimirova Nadezhda National Centre of Infectious and Parasitic 
Diseases (NCIPD) 

26, Yanko Sakazov Blvd. 
1504 Sofia 

BULGARIA 
E-mail: nvladimirova@ncipd.org 

  
FP 4. ES 

 
 

Ms. Martin Pando Concepcion Istituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII) 
C/ Sinesio Delgado 6 

28029 Madrid 
SPAIN 

Email: cmartinpando@isciii.es 
  

FP 5. ES 
 
 

Mr. Simon Soria Fernando Istituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII) 
C/ Sinesio Delgado 6 

28029 Madrid 
SPAIN 

Email: fsimon@isciii.es 
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FP=Focal 
Point 

N. Country Surname First name Address 

 6. ES Ms. Soler Crespo Pilar Istituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII) 
C/ Sinesio Delgado 6 

28029 Madrid 
SPAIN 

Email: psoler@isciii.es 
  

 7. ES Ms. Martínez de 
Aragón 

Mª Victoria Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII) 
Carretera Pozuelo – Majadahonda, km 2,5 

28220 Madrid 
SPAIN 

Email: vmartinz@isciii.es 
  

FP 8. FR 
 
 

Mr. Barboza Philippe Institut de Veille Sanitaire (InVS) 
12, Rue du Val d’Osne 

94415 Saint Maurice Cedex, 
FRANCE 

Email : p.barboza.@invs.sante.fr 
  

FP 9. FR 
 
 

Ms. Aït-Belghiti Fatima Institut de Veille Sanitaire (InVS) 
12, Rue du Val d’Osne 

94415 Saint Maurice Cedex,  
FRANCE 

Email : f.belghiti@invs.sante.fr 
  

FP 10. FR Ms. El Omeiri  Nathalie Institut de Veille Sanitaire (InVS) 
12, Rue du Val d’Osne 

94415 Saint Maurice Cedex,  
FRANCE 

Email : n.elomeiri@invs.sante.fr 
  

FP 11. GR 
 
 

Ms. Vorou Rengina Hellenic Centre for Diseases Control and 
Prevention (HCDCP/KEELPNO) 

3-5 Agrafon str,   
15 123  Marousi, Athens 

GREECE 
Email: vorou@keelpno.gr 

  
FP 12. IT Ms. Alfonsi Valeria Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 

Viale Regina Elena 299 
00161 Rome 

ITALY 
Email: valeria.alfonsi@iss.it 

   
FP 13. IT 

 
 

Ms. Declich Silvia Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 
Viale Regina Elena 299 

00161 Rome 
ITALY 

Email: silvia.declich@iss.it 
   

FP 14. IT 
 
 

Ms. Dente Maria Grazia Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 
Viale Regina Elena 299 

00161 Rome 
ITALY 

Email: mariagrazia.dente@iss.it 
  

FP 15. IT 
 
 

Mr. Fabiani Massimo Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 
Viale Regina Elena 299 

00161 Rome 
ITALY 

Email: massimo.fabiani@iss.it 
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FP=Focal 
Point 

N. Country Surname First name Address 

 16. IT Ms. Riccardo Flavia Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 
Viale Regina Elena 299 

00161 Rome 
ITALY 

Email: flavia.riccardo@iss.it 
  

FP 17. IT 
 
 

Mr. Gnesotto Roberto Azienda Ospedaliera di Padova, Regione 
Veneto (PADUA GH) 
Via N. Giustiniani 1 

35128 Padova 
ITALY 

Email: rgnesott@yahoo.com 
  

FP 18. IT 
 
 

Ms. Montagna Cinzia Azienda Ospedaliera di Padova, Regione 
Veneto (PADUA GH) 
Via N. Giustiniani 1 

35128 Padova 
ITALY 

Email: cinzia.montagna@sanita.padova.it 
  

FP 19. IT 
 
 

Mrs. Putoto Giovanni  Azienda Ospedaliera di Padova, Regione 
Veneto (PADUA GH) 
Via N. Giustiniani 1 

35128 Padova 
ITALY 

Email:giovanni.putoto@sanita.padova.it 
  

 20. IT 
.  
 

Ms. Borella Cristina Azienda Ospedaliera di Padova, Regione 
Veneto (PADUA GH) 
Via N. Giustiniani 1 

35128 Padova 
ITALY 

Email: progetti.internazionali@sanita.padova.it 
  

FP 21. MT 
 
 

Ms. Melillo 
Fenech 

Tanya Ministry for Social Policy 
5B, The Emporium 

C. De Brocktorff Str. 
MSD 1421 Msida 

MALTA 
email: tanya.melillo@gov.mt 

  
FP 22. MT 

 
 

Ms. Maistre 
Melillo 

Jackie Ministry for Social Policy 
5B, The Emporium 

C. De Brocktorff Str. 
MSD 1421 Msida 

MALTA 
E-mail: jackie.m.melillo@gov.mt 

  
FP 23. RO 

 
 

Ms. Stanescu Aurora Institute of Public Health 
Dr. Leonte Street nr. 1-3 District 5 

050463 Bucharest 
ROMANIA 

E-mail: auras@ispb.ro 
 

 24. RO Ms. Zota Lavinia Cipriana Institute of Public Health 
Dr. Leonte Street nr. 1-3 District 5 

050463 Bucharest 
ROMANIA 

E-mail : zotalavinia@ispb.ro 
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FP=Focal 
Point 

N. Country Surname First name Address 

FP 25. SI Ms. Kraigher Alenka Institute of Public Health 
Trubarjeva 2 

1000 Ljubljana 
SLOVENIA 

E-mail: alenka.kraigher@ivz-rs.si 
 

FP 26. AL 
 
 

Mr. Kakarriqi Eduard Institute of Public Health 
Alexander Moisiu Street, 80 

Tirana 
ALBANIA 

E-mail: edikakarriqi@yahoo.com 
edikakarriqi@hotmail.com 

 
 27. BA 

 
 

Mr. Pavic Goran Federal Public Health Institute 
Gornji Mosnik , 2 

75101 Tuzla 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

E-mail: gorpavic@gmail.com 
 

FP 28. DZ 
 

Ms. Boughoufalah Amel Institut National de Santé Publique 
4 chemin El Bakr, El Biar 

16035 Alger 
ALGERIA 

E-mail: a_boughoufalah@yahoo.fr 
 

FP 29. DZ 
 
 

Mr. Hannoun Djohar Institut National de Santé Publique 
4 chemin El Bakr, El Biar 

16035 Alger 
ALGERIA 

E-mail: hannound@yahoo.fr 
 

 30. HR 
 
 

Ms. Kurecic 
Filipovic 

Sanja Croatian National Institute of Public Health 
Rockefellerova 7 

10000 Zagreb 
CROATIA 

E-mail: sanja.kurecicfilipovic@hzjz.hr 
 

 31. HR 
 
 

Mr. Kaic Bernard Croatian National Institute of Public Health 
Rockefellerova 7 

10000 Zagreb 
CROATIA 

E-mail: Bernard.kaic@hzjz.hr 
 

 32. IL Ms. Goldmann Daniele Ministry of Health 
Hebron Road,  107  

Jerusalem 
ISRAEL 

E-mail: daniele.goldmann@moh.health.gov.il 
 

 33. IL Mr. Grotto  Itamar Ministry of Health 
20 King David St 

Jerusalem 
ISRAEL 

E-mail: Itamar.grotto@moh.health.gov.il 
 

FP 34. JO 
 
 

Ms. Al-Haddadin Raj’a Saleh Yousef Ministry of Health 
Abdelhamed Saraf Street 
Amman –Al-shmeisani 

JORDAN 
E-mail: raja195623@hotmail.com 
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FP=Focal 
Point 

N. Country Surname First name Address 

FP 35. JO 
 

Mr. Abdullah 
Saleh 

Sultan Ministry of Health  
Abdelhamed Saraf Street 

11196 Amman –Al-shmeisani 
JORDAN 

E-mail: qusultan@yahoo.com 
 

FP 36. MA Mr. Rguig Ahmed Ministry of Health 
Directorate of Epidemiology and  

Diseases Control (DELM) 
71, Avenue Ibn Sina, Agdal 

10 000 Rabat 
MOROCCO 

E-mail: rguigahmed@hotmail.com 
arguig@sante.gov.ma 

 
FP 37. ME Mr. Lausevic Dragan Institute of Public Health 

Ljubljanska bb 
81000 Podgorica 
MONTENEGRO 

E-mail: dragan.lausevic@ijzcg.me 
 

FP 38. ME Mr. Vratnica Zoran Institute of Public Health 
Ljubljanska bb 

81000 Podgorica 
MONTENEGRO 

E-mail: zoran.vratnica@ijzcg.me 
 

 39. MK 
 
 

Ms. Kuzmanovska Gordana National Institute of Public Health 
50 Divizija, 6 
1000 Skopje 

FYROM – Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

E-mail: gordanakuz@yahoo.com 
 

 40. MK 
 
 

Mr. Osmani Dugagjin National Institute of Public Health 
50 Divizija, 6 
1000 Skopje 

FYROM – Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

E-mail: dugagjin.osmani@gmail.com 
  

 41. MK 
 
 

Ms. Dimzova Marija Clinic for Infectious Diseases 
Str. Vodnjanska 17, 

1000 Skopje 
FYROM – Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia 
E-mail: marijadimzova@hotmail.com 

 
FP 42. PA Mr. Madi Bassam Public Health Central Laboratory  

 Ministry of Health 
Ramallah 

PALESTINE 
E-mail: bssmmadi@yahoo.com 

 
FP 43. PA  Mr. Rimawi Basem Public Health Central Laboratory  

 Ministry of Health 
Ramallah 

PALESTINE 
E-mail: bassrmy@hotmail.com 
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FP=Focal 
Point 

N. Country Surname First name Address 

 44. PA Mr.  Ramlawi  
 

Asad PHC Dept. 
Ministry of Health 

Ramallah 
 PALESTINE 

E-mail: ramlawi_asad@hotmail.com 
 

FP 45. RS 
 
 

Ms. Loncarevic Goranka Institute of Public Health of Serbia “Dr. Milan 
Jovanovic Batut” 
Dr. Subotica, 5 
11000 Belgrade 

SERBIA 
E-mail: afp@batut.org.rs 

 
FP 46. RS 

 
 

Ms. Simic Danijela Institute of Public Health of Serbia “Dr. Milan 
Jovanovic Batut” 
Dr. Subotica, 5 

RS – 11000 Belgrade 
SERBIA 

E-mail: simic_danijela@batut.org.rs  
 

FP 47. SY  Mr. Al-Amour Yaser Ministry of Health 
Parliament Street 
009631 Damascus 

SYRIA 
E-mail : amour@aloola.sy 

 
FP 48. TN Mr. Bejaoui  Mondher Ministère de la Santé Publique 

31 Rue Khartoum 
1002 Tunis 
TUNISIA 

E-mail : bejaoui_mondher@Yahoo.fr 
E-mail: mondher.bejaoui@rns.tn 

 
 49. TN Ms. Ben Farhat 

Hmida 
Essia Ministère de la Santé Publique 

31 Rue Khartoum 
1002 Tunis 
TUNISIA 

E-mail : essia.hmida@gmail.com 
 

 50. TN Mr. El Meddeb 
Hamrouni 

Mongi Ministère de la Santé Publique 
31 Rue Khartoum 

1002 Tunis 
TUNISIA 

E-mail: Mongi.hamrouni@rns.tn 
 

 
 

B) Collaborating Institutions 
 

FP 51.  Mr.  Ciotti Massimo European centre for Disease  
Prevention and Control 
Tomtebodavagen 11a 

17183 Stockholm, Sweden 
Email: Massimo.ciotti@ecdc.eu.int 

 
FP 52.  Mr. Thinus Germain European Commission DGSANCO 

Hitec 02/273 
L-2920 Luxembourg 

Email : germain.thinus@ec.europa.eu 
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 53.  Ms.  
 

Andraghetti Roberta  Regional Office for Europe (EURO) WHO 
8, Scherfigsvej 

 2100 Copenhagen, Denmark 
ran@euro.who.int  

 
FP 54.  

 
Mr.  Nabeth Pierre International Health Regulations Coordination 

CDS/EPR/IHR 
Office for National Epidemic Preparedness and 

Response (LYO) 
World Health Organization 

58 avenue Debourg 
69007 Lyon, France 

E-mail: nabethp@lyon.who.int 
 

FP 55.  Ms. Pompa Maria Grazia Ministry of Work, Health and Social Policies 
Via Giorgio Ribotta n. 5 

00144 Rome,  Italy 
E-mail: m.pompa@sanita.it 

 
 56.  Ms. Salmaso Stefania National  Center for Epidemiology, Surveillance 

and Health Promotion 
Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 

Viale Regina Elena 299 
00161 Rome, Italy 

E-mail: stefania.salmaso@iss.it 
 

 57.  Ms. Menel Lemos Cinthia Executive Agency for Health and Consumers 
Drosbach Building DRB A3/063 

Address: 12, Rue Guillaume Kroll,  
L 1882 Luxembourg 

LUXEMBOURG 
E-mail: cinthia.menel-lemos@ec.europa.eu  

 
 58.  Ms. Victoir Kathleen Institut Pasteur  

25-28 rue du Dr Roux 
75724 PARIS CEDEX 15 

France 
E-mail : kathleen.victoir@pasteur.fr 

 
 59.  Mr. Salamina Giuseppe ASLTO1 

Torino  
Italy 

E-mail: giuseppe.salamina@aslto1.it 
 

 60.  Mr. Di Caro  Antonino  Istituto INMI "L. Spallanzani"  
National Institute for Infectious Disease  

Via Portuense 292 
Rome 
Italy 

E-mail: Antonino.dicaro@inmi.it 
 

 61.  Mr. Demattè Luca CINECA 
via Magnanelli 6/3,  

40033 Casalecchio di Reno (BO)  
Italy 

E-mail: l.dematte@cineca.it 
 

 62.  Ms. Della Casa Chiara CINECA 
via Magnanelli 6/3,  

40033 Casalecchio di Reno (BO)  
Italy 

E-mail: c.dellacasa@cineca.it 
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 63.  Mr. Elagel  Tarek  National Centre for Infectious disease 
prevention and Control 

 Tripoli, Libya  
E-mail: tarekelagel@hotmail.com 

 
 64.  Mr. Greco  Donato Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 

Viale Regina Elena 299 
00161 Rome, Italy 

Email: donato.greco@iss.it 
 

 
 

ORGANISING SECRETERIAT 
 

 65.  Ms. Appelgren Eva National Centre for Epidemiology, Surveillance 
and Health Promotion, 

Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 
Viale Regina Elena, 299 

00161 Rome, Italy 
E-mail: eva.appelgren@iss.it 

 
 66.  

 
Ms. Ranghiasci Alessia National Centre for Epidemiology, Surveillance 

and Health Promotion, 
Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 

Viale Regina Elena, 299 
00161 Rome, Italy 

E-mail: alessia.ranghiasci@iss.it  
 

 




